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Almirall, UC3M and MEDINA 
Foundation to research new 
treatments for rare genetic diseases 

 

 The collaborative research project called TRIDs4DEB will focus on the search for 
new treatments for recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa and other genetic 
diseases caused by nonsense mutations 

 Nonsense mutations make up 11% of the mutations that contribute to human genetic 
diseases 

 The project is partially funded by the Centre for Industrial and Technological 
Development (CDTI), Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation 

 

Almirall, S.A. (ALM)., the University Carlos III Madrid (UC3M) and the MEDINA Foundation have launched a 

project to find new treatments for recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa and other genetic diseases caused 

by nonsense mutations. The project is partially-funded by Center for Industrial and Technological Development 

(CDTI), Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation.. 

The TRIDs4DEB (Translational Read-Through Inducers for (4) Dystrophic Epidermolysis Bullosa) project’s aim 

is to screen patient-derived cells in a phenotypic screening platform to identify chemical starting points that could 

lead to candidate therapies for the treatment of recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa and other genetic 

diseases caused by nonsense mutations.  

Dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa is a rare congenital disease caused by mutations to the COL7A1 gene. 

Depending on the intensity of the condition, patients can present fragile skin, blistering, ulcers, skin and mucosal 

inflammation and other consequences such as infections, malnutrition, and a heightened risk of skin cancer. 

Nonsense mutations today represent 11% of the mutations underlying human genetic diseases.  

“We believe that innovative approaches are essential to find novel treatment opportunities for patients suffering 

from severe diseases with unmet medical needs. We are convinced that this collaborative research project will 

add substantial value to our ongoing research efforts to find treatments for this and other severe genetic 

diseases”, commented Thomas Huber, Research Director at Almirall. 

“It is essential to be able to find new compounds that are more powerful and less toxic than those now in use. 

We have the tools and capabilities to identify from among the large number of compounds to be tested some that 

will meet that requirement”, explains the lead researcher for the project at the University, Dr. Fernando Larcher 

from the Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine Group (TERMeG) in UC3M’s Department of 

Bioengineering and Aerospace Engineering. 

Olga Genilloud, Scientific Director at MEDINA Foundation emphasized that “this multi-disciplinary project 

approach is a unique opportunity to contribute with our natural product libraries to the identification of possible 

starting points for the development of new products to treat this disease.” 

http://www.almirall.com/


 
Almirall will lead the project, contributing with its compound library, strong capabilities in assay development and 

its extensive experience in research and development of new drugs. UC3M’s bioengineering group brings to the 

collaboration its proven expertise in genetic disease and in the generation of patient-derived in vitro models of 

epidermolysis bullosa. MEDINA Foundation provides access to its unique library of microbial extracts and its 

high-throughput screening platform as well as its extensive experience in drug discovery. The CDTI is financing 

this collaborative program under its individual R&D project financing initiative, created to pursue its mission to 

promote innovative research in Spain. 

 
About MEDINA Foundation 
MEDINA Foundation is a research center established in Granada in 2008 that arose from the alliance between Merck Sharp, 
Dohme de España, the Regional Government of Andalusia and the University of Granada. Fundación MEDINA is a recognized 
leader in research into natural products and enters into collaborative programs on a global scale based on its libraries and 
screening platforms for the discovery of new drugs for infectious diseases, cancer, neurodegenerative diseases and rare diseases 
(www.medinadisovery.com).  
 
About UC3M 
UC3M is a public Spanish university with a leading reputation in teaching, research and innovation. It is at number 34 in the QS 
Top 50 Under 50 and is on the Times Higher Education (THE) 150 Under 50. It is the leading university in Spain and the third in 
Europe for the number of students in the Erasmus program and has more than 870 agreements with universities in 56 countries, 
including some of the best in the world according to the University of Shanghai’s rankings. Some 20% of its students are 
international. UC3M is one of the sponsors of Young Universities for the Future of Europe (YUFE), one of the networks chosen by 
the EU in its European Universities Initiative. UC3M is widely accredited and has won many awards, such as the EUR-ACE 
quality certification in the field of engineering and AACSB accreditation for its business and finance programs, among others. 
 
About Almirall 

Almirall is a leading skin-health focused global pharmaceutical company that partners with healthcare professionals, applying 
science to provide medical solutions to patients and future generations. Our efforts are focused on fighting skin health diseases and 
helping people feel better. We support healthcare professionals in their continuous improvements, providing our innovative solutions 
where they are needed. 
The company was founded more than 75 years ago and has its headquarters in Barcelona. It is listed on the Spanish Stock 
Exchange (ticker: ALM). Almirall has become a key source of value creation for society thanks to its commitment to its principal 
shareholders and its decision to help others by understanding their challenges and using science to provide solutions for real life. 
Total Revenues in 2019 were more than 900 million euros. Almirall has c. 1,800 employees. 

For more information visit https://www.almirall.com/ 
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Legal warning 
This document includes only summary information and is not intended to be exhaustive. The facts, figures and opinions contained in this document, 
in addition to the historical ones, are "forward-looking statements". These statements are based on the information currently available and the best 
estimates and assumptions that the Company considers reasonable. These statements involve risks and uncertainties beyond the control of the 
Company. Therefore, actual results may differ materially from those declared by such forward-looking statements. The Company expressly waives 
any obligation to revise or update any forward-looking statements, goals or estimates contained in this document to reflect any changes in the 
assumptions, events or circumstances on which such forward-looking statements are based, unless required by the applicable law. 
 
If you wish to unsubscribe from any Almirall Corporate Communication click here 
 
In accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation and the applicable local regulations, we inform you that your personal data is processed 
by Almirall S.A. with registered address at Ronda del General Mitre 151, -08022-, Barcelona (Spain), acting as Controller in line with the purposes 
indicated in our Privacy Policy. For further information, you may consult it at https://www.almirall.com/privacy-policy or contact our Data Protection 
Officer at the e-mail address: dpo.global@almirall.com. PRNewswire is the Agency that licenses your personal data according to their privacy policy 

https://gdpr.cision.com/gdpr At any time you can exercise your rights of access, rectification, deletion, objection, portability as well as the limitation 
of the processing of your data in the terms provided in the current regulations on Data Protection, by addressing the corresponding written request 
to our postal address (Ronda General Mitre, 151, 08022 Barcelona, Spain). The request to exercise any of your rights must be accompanied by a 
copy of an official document that identifies you (ID, driver's license or passport). Finally, we inform you that you can contact the Spanish Data 
Protection Agency and any other competent public bodies for any claim arising from the processing of your personal data.  
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